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UNCLAS ISLAMABAD 8911 

CINCPAC & CINCEUR ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV PK 

SUBJ: GENERAL ZIA UL-HAQ TO BECOME PRESIDENT 16 SEPTEMBER 

1. RADIO PAKISTAN ANNOUNCED EARLY EVENING 14 SEPTEMBER 

THAT PRESIDENT FAZAL ELAHI CHAUDHRY WILL STEP DOWN FROM OFFICE 
AT MIDDAY ON SATURDAY 16 SEPTEMBER. HE WILL BE SUCCEEDED 
AS PRESIDENT BY CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR (CMLA) 

GENERAL MOHAMMAD ZIA UL-HAQ, WHO WILL BE SWORN INTO OFFICE BY 
BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE. ANNOUNCEMENT ALSO INDICATED GEN. ZIA 
WILL RETAIN ALL OF HIS PRESENT RESPONSIBILITIES AS HE 
ASSUMES THE PRESIDENCY, MEANING THAT HE WILL CONTINUE AS 
HEAD OF GOVERNMENT/CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR (DE FACTO 
PRIME MINISTER), AS CHIEF OF ARMY STAFF, AND AS FOREIGN MINISTER, 

INTER ALIA. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ISLAMA 08911 141528Z 

2. COMMENT: WE WILL COMMENT FURTHER ON REFLECTION AND AS 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE. DEPARTMENT SHOULD 
RECALL, HOWEVER, THAT PRESIDENT CHAUDHRY'S OFFICIAL TERM OF 
OFFICE CAME TO AN END ON 14 AUGUST, 1978, THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION AT THAT TIME, AND BEFORE, ABOUT HIS 
REPORTED DESIRE TO STEP DOWN, AND THAT GENERAL ZIA INDICATED, 

WHEN ASKED, THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD BE STAYING ON. THERE HAS 
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ALSO BEEN PERSISTENT SPECULATION - FREQUENTLY DENIED 
BY GENERAL ZIA - THAT ZIA WOULD ELECT TO STEP UP TO THE 
PRESIDENCY AT THE CONCULUSION OF CHAUDHRY'S TERM OR IF 
CHAUDHRY COULD NOT BE PERSUADED TO STAY ON UNTIL ELECTIONS 
ARE HELD. 

CONSTABLE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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